BREXIT WHITE PAPER - IMPACT ON CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
NEED TO KNOW SUMMARY

On 12 July, the UK government published a white paper outlining its position on the UK’s
future relationship with the European Union. The position provides the foundation for
negotiations between the UK and EU between now and October.
The white paper states that free movement of people and full participation in the single market
and customs union will end. However, there are some positive inclusions for the creative
industries. The paper sets out a clear commitment to the mutual recognition of qualifications,
recognises the importance of EU funding programmes, and prioritises temporary mobility for
musicians and museums.
But there is a lack of clarity in several areas. It is unclear how the mobility framework will work
in practice for the creative industries and what arrangements the government will explore for
broadcasting. The position outlined in the white paper is not set in stone and the Federation will
engage with government and the EU to ensure the best possible outcome for the creative
industries.
To help you navigate the coming months, below is a breakdown of the possible implications of
the UK government’s position where it concerns the creative industries:
Mobility framework: The free movement of people will end but there would be visa-free
travel for “temporary business activities” involving paid work and in “clearly defined
circumstances.” The UK will also explore provisions for movement within multinational
companies and temporary movement of employed and self-employed professionals to
provide services. The new system and scope of “temporary business activities” is unclear, and
there are no details on the UK’s future immigration system.
Youth mobility system: The UK will look to establish a youth mobility scheme similar to
those the UK has with Australia and Canada. The aim is to allow young people to move easily
and study at universities in the EU and UK through the Erasmus programme.
Digital trade: The UK will no longer be part of the EU’s digital single market but will seek
new arrangements on digital trade. This includes cooperation on e-commerce and new
technologies such as artificial intelligence, and an agreement to facilitate the continue
exchange of personal data.
Touring: The UK will look to reach an agreement allowing musicians and museums to tour
“major events” with their equipment and goods. What is considered a “major event” is not
clarified and there are few details on what an agreement would look like.
Mutual recognition of qualifications: Professional qualifications would be recognised. UK
professionals such as architects would therefore not be required to take exams and requalify
when working permanently and temporarily in the EU.

Broadcasting: The UK will seek “the best possible arrangements for the sector” to support
the delivery of broadcasting services in the EU. Unfortunately, there is no clarity on what
these arrangements are. UK audiovisual works will continue to be classified as “European
works” and therefore they would be included in requirements on EU broadcasters to devote
transmission time to these works.
Trade in goods: Goods exported to and imported from the EU would not be subject to tariffs
or quotas. The UK will also adopt the EU’s rules on goods removing the need for regulatory
checks at borders. The UK however will apply its own tariffs on goods imported from the
rest of the world, unless those goods are destined for the EU in which case the EU’s tariff
applies.
Horizon Europe and Creative Europe: Creative enterprises would be able to participate in EU
funding programmes such as Horizon Europe and Creative Europe. However, the terms of
engagement are unclear. The white paper’s statement that the UK would be “open to
exploring…continued involvement in Creative Europe” lacks conviction.
Intellectual Property: UK patents would be recognised in the EU and internationally.
However, there is no clarity on other areas of IP such as copyright and design rights except a
commitment from government that “arrangements on future cooperation on IP would
provide important protections for right holders, giving them a confident and secure basis
from which to operate in and between the UK and the EU.”
Return of cultural objects: The UK would continue to be affiliated with EU systems to
prevent the illicit removal and trading in cultural objects.
Consumer protection: The UK will ensure “high standards” of consumer protection.
State aid: The UK and EU would have common rules on State aid meaning divergence is
highly unlikely.
Independent trade policy: Government would be able to negotiate trade agreements with
non-EU countries. This could open new opportunities for the creative industries.
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